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The Mental Health Alliance calls on Mayor Keith Wilson and his administration to immediately 
release all documents associated with the Portland Police Bureau’s leadership response to the 
2020 racial justice protests. The settlement between the City of Portland and the United States 
Department of Justice required such an investigation. And as a longstanding “Friend of the 
Court” to that agreement, we demand that the City fulfill its legal, moral, and ethical obligations 
to do so.  
 
The demonstrations which took place across our community throughout the summer and fall of 
2020 showed once again the deep racial divide and inequities that continue to plague our city. 
Law enforcement’s response to those protests were so egregious that the Biden 
Administration’s Department of Justice notified the City it was out of compliance with the 
settlement of US DOJ v City of Portland in March of 2021. That notice - and an eventual 
agreement between the US DOJ and the City - resulted in a host of new measures, including an 
investigation of the PPB command level response.  
 
More than four years have passed since that new agreement. While that negotiated agreement 
was developed by the previous mayoral administration, it was not until last week that Mayor 
Wilson released a portion of that investigation, more than 18 months since he took office. It has 
also been nearly six years since an overwhelming majority of Portlanders (82%) approved 
sweeping changes to oversight of the Portland Police Bureau.  
 
Our understanding is the August 19 release is one of eight to be released over an unknown 
amount of time. We note the date on this release is June 2026 and the release corresponded 
with a public records request from the Alliance.  Further - the release is not the requested 
report. It’s merely one attorney's opinion regarding an as yet unseen report, with the Mayor’s 
affirming signature.  
 
The people of Portland deserve better. We deserve a law enforcement agency which is 
transparent, open, responsive, and which affirms the PPB’s credibility and legitimacy. Providing 
the public with complete, thorough and timely findings of these investigations could have only 
served to encourage dialogue and build trust between PPB and community members. Delay 
only breeds suspicion and mistrust.  
 
Members of the Mental Health Alliance acknowledge that many complex issues confront city 
investigators and attorneys on a daily basis, it is inexcusable the Mayor has not taken the reins 



of leadership to prioritize these investigations and make the findings public. The structural 
changes to Portland’s government that voters approved in 2022 in no way relieved the Mayor of 
his duties to do this work. Indeed, the mayor’s first duty under the Charter is to, “Advance the 
City’s core values of anti-racism, equity, transparency, communication, [and] collaboration…”  
 
The delay and lack of prioritization only reinforces the need for the Office of Community-based 
Police Accountability, affirmed by 82% of Portland voters in 2020, to be up and running.  
 
If anything, it shows that the OCPA should be provided with more authority and its 
independence protected to ensure its work of police accountability is thoroughly and efficiently 
addressed. It's time for Mayor Wilson to demonstrate some common sense and ensure the will 
of voters is finally enacted after so many years. 
 
Attached: Partial Finding Memo - released City Attorney’s office August 19, 2026 
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