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District Attorney Marteeny,

We’ve read sad news reports that two Albany Police Department officers, along with deputies
from Linn County, killed Julius Hamilton, a man in a mental health crisis on February 8.

In Oregon, most people harmed by law enforcement are people in a mental health crisis. This is
true today, and from our state survey may have always been true. Data from Portland shows
their use of force against people in crisis is increasing— not decreasing.

We note two additional recent incidents where Albany officers harmed persons in crisis: Thomas
Jones was shot and wounded in 2021, and James Plymell was killed with an electronic control
weapon in 2019. Further, Linn County deputies shot and killed Brad Masters in 2020; the
coroner reported, “Toxicology results revealed that Masters tested positive for amphetamines
and cocaine.”

We hope you take this officer-involved shooting as an urgent call to action for both yourself and
your office to address harm caused by officers to people in a mental health crisis with both
transparency and reform.

● We encourage you to offer your personal condolences in person or as appropriate to
Hamilton’s surviving family or loved ones, recognizing those persons are not in any way
responsible and were also harmed by these officers’ actions.

● We encourage your office to not oppose Victims Compensation Fund support for funeral,
scene clean-up, or mental health counseling expenses for Mr. Hamilton’s family.

● We encourage your office to transfer prosecutorial jurisdiction of this case to the Oregon
Department of Justice, pursuant to ORS 180.070.

● If your office retains the case through Grand Jury proceedings that do not return a true
bill, we encourage you to petition the court to publicly release Grand Jury transcripts
pursuant to   ORS 132.270, and not to request a protective order.

● Should your office determine that the facts do not support criminal charges, and decline
to empanel a Grand Jury, we encourage you to make public a written report that includes
a statement of the facts, an analysis of those facts in light of applicable law, and an
explanation of why it was determined that criminal charges were not appropriate.

● We encourage you to provide staff training about mental illness and addiction, about
trauma disorders, about intellectual deficits, and about the experience of homelessness.



● We encourage you personally - and for your office - to join with advocates like the Mental
Health Alliance for public health reform at the state and local levels.

Community trust in law enforcement begins with an agency’s ability to offer compassion,
honesty, dignity, and respect - not just when the stakes are low. Your office’s choices during this
investigation will be critically important to how your community moves forward with each other.

We sincerely wish you and your staff well as you navigate the challenging days ahead.

About the Mental Health Alliance

The Mental Health Alliance amplifies the voices of people with mental illness, trauma, addiction,
and alcoholism in legal and legislative public policy discussions.

The Mental Health Alliance was formed in 2018 to join the continuing Federal lawsuit, United
States v. City of Portland as an amicus curiae or “friend of the court.”

Organizations which represent the interests of people with mental illness and have long
participated in efforts to reduce police use of force used against people with mental illness –
Disability Rights Oregon, the Oregon Justice Resource Center, the Portland Interfaith Clergy
Resistance, and the Mental Health Association of Portland, joined together to form the Alliance.

More about the Alliance can be found on our website at http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/
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