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Chief Harden,

We’ve read sad news reports that two of your officers, along with deputies from Linn County,
killed Julius Hamilton, a man in a mental health crisis on February 8.

In Oregon, most people harmed by law enforcement are people in a mental health crisis. This is
true today, and from our state survey may have always been true. Data from Portland shows
their use of force against people in crisis is increasing— not decreasing.

We note two additional recent incidents where Albany officers harmed persons in crisis: Thomas
Jones was shot and wounded in 2021, and James Plymell was killed with an electronic control
weapon in 2019.

We hope you take this officer-involved shooting as an urgent call to action for both yourself and
your department to address harm caused by officers to people in a mental health crisis with both
transparency and reform.

● We encourage you to offer your personal condolences in person or as appropriate to
Hamilton’s surviving family or loved ones, recognizing those persons are not in any way
responsible and were also harmed by your officers’ actions.

● We encourage APD to offer to pay up to $5000 for funeral expenses, clean-up and car
repair for Hamilton’s family.

● We encourage APD to offer to pay for grief counseling for surviving family members or
loved ones and provide them with referrals to grief counselors in your city.

● We encourage APD to quickly release of all information about the incident, including:
○ Immediate release of incident body-worn camera footage, with family approval
○ Detailed account of the circumstances leading to contact with the person killed
○ Any past contact between APD and the person killed

● We encourage APD to follow the spirit of SB 111 by including no members of APD on the
Task Force investigating the officer-involved shooting.

● We encourage APD to provide additional and ongoing training to its officers and staff
beyond what DPSST offers about mental illness and addiction, about trauma disorders,
about intellectual deficits, and about the experience of homelessness.

● We encourage you personally - and for APD - to join with advocates like the Mental
Health Alliance for public health reform at the state and local levels.



Community trust in law enforcement begins with an agency’s ability to offer compassion,
honesty, dignity, and respect - not just when the stakes are low. APD’s choices during this
investigation will be critically important to how your community moves forward with each other.

We sincerely wish you and your staff well as you navigate the challenging days ahead.

About the Mental Health Alliance

The Mental Health Alliance amplifies the voices of people with mental illness, trauma, addiction,
and alcoholism in legal and legislative public policy discussions.

The Mental Health Alliance was formed in 2018 to join the continuing Federal lawsuit, United
States v. City of Portland as an amicus curiae or “friend of the court.”

Organizations which represent the interests of people with mental illness and have long
participated in efforts to reduce police use of force used against people with mental illness –
Disability Rights Oregon, the Oregon Justice Resource Center, the Portland Interfaith Clergy
Resistance, and the Mental Health Association of Portland, joined together to form the Alliance.

More about the Alliance can be found on our website at http://www.mentalhealthalliance.org/
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