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On August 11, members and supporters of the Mental Health Alliance attended the quarterly
community meeting of the Behavioral Health Unit Advisory Committee (BHUAC). As the BHUAC
meetings have been closed to public participation since its inception, this meeting was promoted
to inform the community about the PPB's Behavioral Health Unit.
The meeting was uninformative. Lt. Christopher Burley of the PPB's Behavioral Health Unit
repeated information presented at previous quarterly meetings. When the BHUAC had the
opportunity to be transparent and respond to questions about the BHU and the BHUAC, Lt.
Burley closed the discussion.
The BHUAC was again asked by community members why its meetings are closed to the
public. The BHUAC chair responded that members recently voted to keep the meeting closed to
the public. She was unwilling to give any information about that vote. No other city meetings are
allowed to close their meetings to the public.
Since the inception of the BHUAC, the Mental Health Alliance and its associated organizations
have advised the city to open its meetings to the public. No reasonable explanation has been
given for keeping them closed. We note the BHUAC meetings are held either on a virtual
platform (recordings are not made public) or in person behind multiple locked and guarded
doors inside a police station, and meetings are staffed by uniformed and armed police officers.
The PPB and the BHUAC have complete control of the content of the meetings and safety
concerns are unwarranted.
In the August 11 meeting, the BHUAC was asked by the US DOJ if they had begun to review
lethal force and deaths in custody of people with mental illness by Portland police. The chair of
the BHUAC lashed out at Jared Hager, blaming him for not bringing up the requirement of the
Settlement Agreement at prior meetings. When Hager began to explain, he was cut off by Lt.
Burley who stated the subject should be discussed at the next BHUAC meeting. That meeting
will be closed to the public.
Transparency of decision-making by police, especially in the area of misuse of force against
people with mental illness, is a primary purpose of the Settlement Agreement. As a major
outcome of the Settlement Agreement, the community has a right to know every detail of the
operations of the Behavioral Health Unit. But the BHUAC remains the sole public committee of

the City of Portland or its police bureau to be closed to the public. Members of the Mental
Health Alliance believe that lack of transparency undermines both the actions of the committee
and the credibility of its investigations and reports. We also see no evidence that the Committee
is doing its job or taking its responsibilities seriously. We find this situation completely
unacceptable.
Again, we urge the city and the police bureau to instruct the committee to open all their
meetings to the public or to immediately replace members who refuse or obstruct public
participation. We also demand that the Committee start performing useful work.
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The Mental Health Alliance is represented by Juan Chavez and Franz Bruggemeier in court.
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