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The Mental Health Alliance was disheartened to learn of the offensive, derogatory, and factually
and legally incorrect information that a police trainer included in a slide show used to train the
Portland Police Bureau and other agencies on crowd response. Furthermore, we were appalled
to learn that the City of Portland and the Portland Police Bureau have been keeping this
information from the Department of Justice, the Court, and the public.
For nearly a decade now, the US Department of Justice has engaged in the difficult but
important work of attempting to rein in the violent excesses of the Portland Police Bureau. The
DOJ has been joined by the Albina Ministerial Alliance Coalition for Justice and Police Reform
and the Mental Health Alliance, in recognition of the outsized impact that police violence has on
our black and brown community members and on community members living with mental
illness. This work is vital, it is urgent, and it is serious, and it has continued through protests that
saw record uses of force by the police bureau and through continued lethal shootings of our
community members.
The actions of the Portland City Attorney’s Office, the City of Portland, the Police Commissioner,
and the Portland Police Bureau are an insult to all of those who have worked on this issue.
While we have been having the honest conversations around police reform that the people of
Portland have asked for, the City has continued to prioritize short-term public relations wins over
long-term policy accomplishments. In the midst of a pandemic and a historic demand for police
reform, they have wasted our time, the Department of Justice’s time, the Court’s time, and most
importantly the time of the people of Portland.
Enough is enough. The City have proven themselves time and time again to be bad faith actors
who have no intention of making the needed changes unless they are forced to. We stand with
the Department of Justice in their demands for the city to come clean about this massive failure
in training and accountability, and in the DOJ’s requests for any additional oversight or sanctions
that the Judge may choose to impose. In particular, we will ask the Judge to appoint an
independent court monitor with the power to compel records from the city and keep them
from engaging in further coverups. We cannot continue to give the benefit of the doubt to a
city government that has shown itself to be so addicted to secrecy and dishonesty that they
continue to hide the truth even when the stakes are as high as they could possibly be.
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